
V . U U N  I T K t t U K U  O F F I C E  

C O U N T Y  H A L L  
• >’ C A R D I F F

2 Sa l isbury  Avenue,
Penartb
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Dear Mr. Johns,

( 1  iiave been looking in to  my notes ,  to f ind  the re fe rences  
to Aberth in ,  but I  f e a r  tiie in formation i s  meagre and unhelpfu l .

The main sources l i e  in a ' c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Button o f  C o t t r e l l  
deeds at  the C a r d i f f  Free L ib ra ry  (B.R.A. 247), and the L ib ra ry  a lso  
holds the notebooks o f  the la t e  Mr. W.A.Fisher o f  Aberth in ,  who had a 
great  in t e r e s t  in genea log ie s ,  e t c . ,  and who would n a tu ra l ly  have been 

• p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te res ted  in the house he l i v e d  in .

The R.W. 1658 o f  the s u n d a i l - r e f e r s  to Robert W i l l iams,  
sa id  by G .T .C lark  (Limbus Patrum p.145) to be a b a r r i s t e r .  R.W was the 
son o f  W i l l iam  Thomas o f  Aberthin and both f i g u r e  in the B.R.A. 247 deeds. 
R.W. acquires numerous small p rope r t ie s ,  and lends out mortgages during 
the per iod 1640-60. He died in 1661 ( F i s h e r ) ,  buried at  L ianb le tu ian ,  
aged probably only 48, l eav ing  his fa th er  Wi l l iam Thomas s t i l l  a l i v e  (d.161

R .W . 's  only son Roger had d ied ,  so nis he irs  were two 
--•daughters. The e ld e r ,  Anne, married Thomas Mathew o f  C a a t e l l  y Mynach, 

and Aberth in  descends in her fam i ly .  The younger daughter, Gwenllian, 
married 1. Thomas Button 2. Edward Thomas o f  Llanmihangel 3. Thomas 
Lewis. Hence the documents An the Button c o l l e c t i o n .

Grandfather Wi l l iam Thomas (d.1672) leaves  property ,
I t -u. '  v , ‘ t o t a l l i n g  78 a c r e s (F i s h e r )  to his Mathew and Button grandchi ldren  -  and 

‘ 1 t monetary bequests.  According to his Wi l l  he nad purchased these lands
b i t  by b i t .

R.W. as w e l l  as being described as o f  Aberth in  is  
ls , f r equen t ly  descr ibed as o f  S t .  H i la r y ,  gent. -  and F isher  s ta t e s  that he 

l i v e d  at  The Lake , S t .  H i la ry .
^understandable i f  he was a ba rr is te r^ )

R .W . 's  ev ident  prosperity^would a l low  him to em be l l ish  
ftberthin , ho doubt, and date the sundai l ,  but I  suppose the bu i ld e r  o f  
the house would be about a century e a r l i e r ,  and is  the gatehouse e a r l i e r  
s t i l l  ?

• r • t

To go back ead ier  than Wil l iam Thomas i s  a problem.
G.T.C. ( Limbus Patrum ip .145) traces back to a Jenet,  daughter o f  a branch 
o f  Grono o f  Al ltgwarddu -  but th is  does not help (me at any r a t e )  to 
trace the growing a f f lu ence  o f  the family -  or to know when they acquired 
Aberthin.

Pedigree  o v e r l e a f .

Of the e a r l i e r  occupiers o f  Aberthin C .T .C . ( 1 . P . p. 353 
under Basset o f  Eglwys Brewis)  mentions an Edward, son o f  Robert Watkin 
Wil l iams o f  Aberthin -  per iod , second ha l f  o f  C16 -  but th is  would not 
seem to be the same fam ily  as Robert Wil l iams 1658 - f o r  he appears to 
be the f i r s t  th adopt the patronymic.

E a r l i e r  s t i l l  there are some deed? in the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
Carne o f  Nasn manor, which we have in the Record O f f i c e ,  where Howel Carne 
purchases an acre o f  land from Wil l iam White o f  Aberberthin in 1445. 
Wil l iam White, the son o f  JoUn White. G.T.C. p r in ts  these deeds in his 
Cattae -  but can o f f e r  .so fu r ther  in formation on the White fam i ly .
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w ish e r 's  notes add a l i t t l e  on the subsequent occupation o f  the 
.ouse. A couple o f  generat ions o f  the fam i ly  o f  Andrew Mathew (a younger 

grandson mentioned by Wil l iam Thomas) were born in the house. La te r  
i t  was occupied by Thomas Morgan (agent to the l lensbl e s ta t e ,  in to  which 
the C a s t e l l  y Mynach e s ta te  had passed by c a r r i a g e )  who had i t  on a 
Lease f o r  l i v e s  -  the l a s t  l i f e  dying in 1841.

Then i t  was rented from Lord Dynevor ( i lensol e s t a t e )  by a fam i ly  
named B u t le r .  Probabl y in  the 1880's i t  was so ld  by Dynevor (p o s s ib ly  
j o i n t l y  with W in g f i e ld ,  who fcs mentioned a lso  by F i s h e r ' s  informants -  
they shared the Mathew lands) to someone names Thomas ( sa id  to have been 
a butcner with a s t a l l  in C a r d i f f  Market ) . Mrs Thomas was named by the 
a g e d . v i l l a g e  informant who to ld  F isher  that she, f in d in g  the pane l l ing  
in the Long Par lour  r o t t en ,  took i t  out, a lso  the carved overmantel, 
and poss ib ly  a lso  destroyed t b p e s t r i e s .

Mrs. Thomas so ld  Aberthin to Jenkin Hughes, who farmed nearby 
l%nd, and i s  s ta ted  to be the owner in the a t t i c l e  on Aberth in  in  the 
C a r d i f f  Times 30 Sep. 1911. (This s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on Glamorgan 
houses, which appeared 1910-11 can o f t en  add use fu l  b i t s  o f  in format ion ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  on the s t a t e ’ o f  the f a b r i c  at the t im e ) .

I  th ink t h i s . i s  a l l  on Aberthin -  not very  use fu l ,  as i t  seems 
d i f f i c u l t  to ge t  B6ck from Robert Wil l iams and W il l iam  Thomas to the
period which matters* i-> . v . . ,K Ydurs s in c e r e l y
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