Herbert Williams looks at
the controversy surrounding
Glamorgan’s oldest school

THE SCHOOL—founded in 160s.

Are they playin

¢ O many old gram-
n mar  schools
have been swallowed
up into the compre-
hensive system that
the fate of another
seems, perhaps, of
little importance.
But the decisions sur-
rounding the future—or
non-future — of Cow-
bridge Grammar School
tiave so infuriated the
staff that it’s worth pay-

ing them special atten-
tion.

the oldest grammar
school in Glamorgan, and
one of the oldest in Wales,
It is also one of the best,

The inevitability of edu-
caélon I change Is elcceP-
ted—albeit refuctantly in
some circles—but there’s

What will be lost by a
move to Llantwit? “Tradi-
tion,Mhe replied, “What-
ever they saly, it affects
eve(rjythgng. t affects
academic™ standards. It
affects tone, .

. “And tradjtion is closely
linked up with atmospher%

and buildings. It ‘can

easily be transplanted.
Theories

| & Worsmy liuuidiuu, X

think>1Is wrong. But the
success of our education
system m Britain is that
we havent discarded the

kestof d<?
*’Qere there s_a danger
that those traditions™will

| read about it in the
Press. In fact, still
havent been told offici-

all¥ 7 i
here are 480 boys in
the school, 110 of whom
are sixth formers—a hi

%r%{;oe?gfgere_“s%gharteac's%w: einﬁgrﬁfgteg a mistake, 1 pL%‘?E”';’r’é' bcl):é];t ersol f énS
has come in for special Im fed up with . R/Ir. lolo Davies, who has
adverse treatment. way education is being taught classics there for
_ Other grammar schools ruessed about by politi- 23'years, is angry with_the
in Iarrwrgan haV(]g been gIJans an0|ﬁ(ﬁsy?"°|°|1_lsts. decision to c}llscontinue
used as the nucleus for the Those psyc (_)%IS'[S. hey boarding <when the com-
comprehensives which come out with a new prehensive Is set. up.
have replaced them. Not theorg eveR/ few months. " “The impression  was
E/%&BH§Q Whitd b iaundated ~With definitely given that the
riage. white™ Papers “and” Green =t y gl i I
Papers and  goodness POAUING, element would
. . k swpat. . hil taken to Llantwit
injustice OfRe WiBuble is that % 'breU, ﬁ en_do antwi
these fanciful theories BY PUs,” he said.

The comprehensive for
the area is to be based at
Llantwit Major, and the
buildings vacated by Cow-
bridge~ Grammar~_ and
Cownridge High School
for Girls will™ accommo-
date a new bilingual

school.

This, s Mr. _lolo
Davies, senior _ resident
at_ Cowhbridge

master
Grammar School, is "a

says

come from people who
have never done a day’s
teaching in their lives.”, . . .
The present set-up in , Boarding, he claims, is
Cowbridge  was _expected becoming not less import-
to survive into the 1980%, ant in “our increasingly
and the idea_of a bilingual egalitarian souet%/ ut
school in which Welsh will more Important, Decause
be a medium of instruc- people move around more
tion came as a complete md many of them like
surprise, their children to have a
“It came right out of settled education. .
the blue,” sau? Mr. Rees, He says this is particu-

Growth

“conspicuous and severe -

injustice.”
e thinks it wrong that
these two g%rammar schools
should be the only ones in
the county not td become
the nuclets of a compre-
henﬂve
The headmaster, Mr, J.
Idwal Rees — a one-time
Welsh rugby international
who _has been headmaster
for 32 years—agrees. |

In his study overlookin
the school’s seclude
lawns, he sat at_his desk
near the portrait of one
of the school’s founders
and told me: .

“If comprehensive edu-
cation is to be thrust on
the pupils of Glamorgan,
| think it onIP/_rlght at
the principle faid down in
the ~ authority’s. orl%l_nal
document on"this su

should be applied in Cow-

bridge — ?ﬁat where a

ect

grammar school exists, it

Should

be the nucleus of

a comprehensive school for

the locality.

“I don't” see why Cow-
bridge should be ’singled

out "as an exception.’

fair with
Cowbridge Grammar?

larly important in the
Cowbridge area because
St. Athan airmen posted
elsewhere often choose to
let their children remain

h at the school as boarders.

Mr. Idwal Rees, the
head, said: “Some people
think that boarding isn't
compatible with compre-
hensive education, but this
isn’t so. There are com-
prehensive  boarding
schools in London and
Coventry.”

A number of reasons
have been given for sitin
the comprehensive a
L lantwit atjor. . One of
them is that this is the

natural “growth point” in ¢

the Vale of Glamorgan.

Mr. lolo Davies, how-
ever, says this was based

on an estimate of popula-
tion trends made five
years ago, Subsequent

developments, such as the
transfer of the Royal
Mint to Llantrisant and
the prospect of a new
town north of Cowbridge,
“may well have made this

estimate obsolete already”

he said.
Anyway, he adds, by
selecting” Cowbridge a3
site’ O tiid
school the county autho-

rity  “have = Underlined
what has always  been
true — that Cowbridge s
the natural faciil point bf
the Vale and_ the pl*-ce
where the neighboured
Bgmprehenswe ought to

i
Sp&CQ

When | spolie to Mr.
John  Brace, assistant
director of education for
Glamorgan, however, he
idnt "mention _ the
growth point” thesis.
~ “The reason we are Des-
ing the comprehensive at
Llantwit Major is that
there’s a brand-new sciool
there, Llanilltud Fawr
Secondary,”  he -aid.

Cawbnd Id
bui évmgsgeangasth\é%y iast
isn't the space. This Is
oing to be a large./"0-

orm entry school.’

eiaulage contractor, think

dren’s lives.”

the children dont get a

SOUTH WALES ECHO, MONDAY JUNE 29, 1970

THE HEADMASTER: Mr. J. Idwal Rees.

\

He_made no secret Of second chance. Afif*
the fact that Q<t0r|rvg\e ets me” that .
schools would I things taOP/lace *itnout
eft al_(%ne sone \ u° h?*'F " in it
onger if . the whatever.
third bilingj*” secondary ~ He also thought the
school for ™ the county schools would be a great
hadn't corae UP-

. loss to Cowbridge as “they
-Brace said they are very much a part of
.feeued a third school on community life” —a point
the basis of the growth of made by other 'local

numbers in the “bilingual pe‘cl)%l'e'
is argument may not

primary schools
i in carry much weight in
By basing the school in y Ul Butg Coum

; Count
Cowbrid ?fy they. Could Ken é’eorge, a member of

then jus bringing for- )
ward Jthelr compgehgnsive Cowbridge Borough Coun-
cil, is pushing an alter-

Plans for. the area .
because obviously the “dis- native scheme.
laced” pupils from the  He thinks the growth of

ocal grammar schools population in {he Vale
have to be taught some- would justify two seven-
where. stream “comprehensives in

five years time, one at

So this game of musical Llantwit. Major. and_ the

chairs means the end of

an ancient school with a Other at Cowbridge.

fine record of scholastic . Whatever happens, there

success. Its only crime is 1S a s_tron% suspicion at

that it doesnt fit in with- Cowbridge that the school

madern theories of educa- has come in for adverse

tio treatment simply because
it is an old foundation

steeped in tradition.

Inverted snobbery, in
fact. The suspicion may
be unfounded, but one
thing is_absolutely certain.
There is an impatience
with “tradition” at
County Hall and an eager-
ness to sweep away the old
order as_quickly”as pos-
sible. Will the hew be as
ogd as it’s cracked up to
Y

W Suspiciotl

Son e parents, like Mr.
avid Beech, a Cowbridge

he ~educationists are
gambling with the chil-

“The scheme may not be
It success,” he said, “but



