
W ALES D A Y  BY DAY

LAUREATE OF TH E VALE
NINETY - SECOND BIRTHDAY OF 

IOAN TRITHYD.
T om orrow  (October 12) lo a n  T rith y d , the  

lau rea te  of th e  V ale of G lam organ, w ill cele­
b ra te  h is ninety-«eeond b irth d ay , and those 
who have knowledge of h is w orth  as a  poet 
and who adm ire  h is  genius w ill do well to 
send  h im  th e ir  congratu lations, for th e  
ve teran  is ha le  an d  brigh t, n o tw ithstand ing  
h is  w eight of years. A few days ago he 
wrote to th e  Western M ail from  h is home 
a t Penrhew l, St. M ary’s C hurch, Bonvil- 
stone, and  h is  caligraphy wras c lear and  as 
even ns th a t  of a  schoolboy.

lo an  T rith y d  had  over fo rty  g randch il­
d ren , four of w'hom lost th e ir  lives in  the  
G rea t W ar, and  he has twenty-one g rea t­
g randch ild ren  s t i l l  alive- 

H is success as an  eisteddfod conductor 
was rem arkable , and rpany readers w ill 
recall his a p titu d e  in  th a t  capacity  a t  th e  
B onvilstone, Cowbridge, R enlline. L lan- 
carfan , Croesypare, and o th e r eisteddfodau

IOA N T R ITH Y D .

of long ago. H e is proud of h is w ork in 
| th a t  direction , and recalls th a t  a w rite r  in 
! a B ridgend paper referred  to  h im  “ as the  
• best conductor in  W ales n ex t to M ynyddog.”  
H e can certa in ly  claim  th a t  th e  re ten tion  
of th e  W elsh language in th e  V ale is  largely 
due to  h is leadersh ip  in  N a tio n a lis t move­
m ents locally. lo an  used to  be a  regu lar 

! sum m er v isito r to  L lanw rtyd , and h is ser­
vices were always du ring  those v isits called 
for as ch airm an  of th e  concerts or conduc­
to r of th e  n igh tly  eisteddfodau, w hich are 
s ti ll  a fea tu re  of holiday life in  th a t  popu­
la r  re so rt._

One of h is  closest friends was th e  la te  
M r. Thom as Jo h n , of L la n trith y d , fa th e r of 
S ir W . Goscombe John , R.A. They were 
schoolmates a t  th e  B onvilstone E lem en­
ta ry  School fo r years, and were inseparable 
in th e ir  daily  journeys to  and from  th e  
school.

In  these days, w hen so m uch is heard  of 
m edicinal springs and th e ir  wonderful 
cu rativ e  properties, i t  is also in te resting  to 
recall th a t  lo an  T rith y d  was a frequent 
v isito r to  th e  Ga rthm ael wg W ell, and th a t 

, he won a  prize for verses on th e  efficacy of 
its  w aters: T h e  firs t verse -was as follows:—
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