50th YEAR.

Welsh Tit-Bits.

Neu Wreichion Oddiar yr Eingion
* By CADRAWD. i

welsiT printers.

The Welsh Bibliographical Society, which
was formed atthe last National Eisteddfod,
have sentouttheir firstcircular, asking all those
who axe interested in Welsh literature for their
assistance and co-operation inthe attempt of
making a completerecord of all printing presses
which were established in Wales from the earli-
est at Trefhedyn,by Isaac Carter in 1719, down
to the end of the 18th Century. Also the record’
of Welsh books published outside the Princi-'
pality, for Welsh books were printed long*
before the above press was established atl
Trefhedyn. The list now available, compiledJ
by the late Mr Charles Ashton, which I pre-3
sume to be the one most complete at present,”
is given as a guide, and ihe circular solicits the ?
assistance of their fellow-countrymen, and thatl
every communication on this interesting sub-3
ject should be made to the secretary, Mr D. R*
Phillips, Free Library, Swansea. A glance at '
the list of Welsh pubisbers, as it appears in the e
first issue of the society, makes it quite plain »
that there is much work to do in this direction, *
for some very imporant towns and their cele- *
brated publishers are not given, such as 3
London and Dublin.

The only place where Welsh books had been *
printed in Glamorganshire previous to the year *
1800 is Y Bontfaen (Cowbridge), and the old
town on the Thaw, which seems to be much the 1
same now as it was,a hundred and thirty-six
years ago, when it issued the first book ever |i
printed in the county, only thatthe Welsh ;
language is not so freely spoken by the inha- |
bitants. oLt \

The history ofthe Cowbridge Press is very sad *
reading, andwhen we realize the amount of cost
and anxiety, those who were connected with its
establishment had to bear, and if the one at
Cowbridge is a fair specimen of the other
printing presses established in other towns
throughout Wales in the 18th century,we should
certainly learn to respect and revere the
memory of Welsh printers and publishers, for
it was they who laboured, and we who have '
entered into their labour.

In one of the Welsh magazines may be seen
the following note,under a Welsh tune,'printed
long before ever we bad anything like a
collection of tune j for the sanctuary :—

“ We failed to put in the tenor part of this
“tune, as itwas sentto us, because there
**were not enough type in the office.”
Whatever might be said againstthe press

at the present day,we findJn the above instance
when itdid its level best to serve the age, and
we should feel grateful to the good people who
have gone before, for much of the blessings we
enjoy.

But my intention in commencing this article
was to write the history of the first printing
press of Glamorgan, and | should suggest that
someone in each of the twelve counties (tair-
sir-ar-ddeg Cymru) would do likewise.

To the Reverend John Walters, M.A., rector
of Llandough, is due the honour of establishing

the

First Printing Press in Glamorgan.

The worry, the annoyances, the dissappoinb-
ments it cost him, for many long and weary
years, we shall here endeavour: to -peak of-j
Much of the material will be taken from a series |
of.interesting letters which passed between Mr !
Walters and that patriotic. Welshman—to
whom we owe mostly the collection and the
publication of the “ Myfyrian Archaelogia.”
Mr Owain Jones (Myfyr)—a liberal-handed
London merchant, to whose energy it
i3 due that the groat  Dictionary
written by Mr* Walters, -and mostly printed

in "Cowbridge, was at last brought to.
TTMi» XXn *—*f-

ary may be learntirom wnat tie tensus oi tne
matter in the preface of the dictionary. He had
acquired either by gift or by purchase the
manuscripts of the Reverend William Gambold
—the authorof the Grammar of the Welsh Lan -
guage in English. Gambold was a native of
Cardiganshire, and was rector of Puncheston
and Llanychaer, in Pembrokeshire. Mr Gam-
bold had be”n working for many years upon a
dictionary, and his labours had been talked
of, and much had been hoped from them by
Welsh scholars. It seemed almost like a
national loss that all the labour upon a work so
much desired should be thrown away ; and Mr
"Walters hoped that if the MSS. came into his
hands, a little editing, and possibly a few
additions, would be all that would be required
to make them ready for their publication. This
proved to be a vain dream. Mr Gambold had
notworked systematically, his MSS. had serious
blanks inthem. and worst.than all his scholar-
ship was so defective that much of his pre-
pared work was valueless. In the end, Mr
Walters found that the task would have been
lighter had he never been burdened with the
Gambold MSS. all. The onl\ good effectthev
bad was to turn Mr "Walters’s attention to that
particular study, and to arouse his interestin
it. Therefore he determined togo on. This
probably took place shortly after his.settlement
n Llandou%h.

Towardsthe end of the year 1769, there came
to Cowbridge a printer, a Rees Thomas, who
setup a printing press there. Mr Thomas is
entitled to honour, and his name will always
be held in remembrance, for he was one of the
early printers of Wales. He had been in busi-
ness in Llandovery and Cacrmarthen.

He printed the“ Seren Foreu, neu Ganwyll y
Cymru,” at Llandovery in 1770, and having
printed the two first parts of the
Walters” Dictionary ab Cowbridge the
same year, we must conclude that it was
only part of the press at this time was
rcifioved from Llandovery to Cowbridge. On
the very first book published at Cowbridge, we
are informed that they were printed by R. and
T. Thomas ; the latter is supposedto be a
brother of Ree3, though it is not probable that
he came to Glamorganshire, but remained at
Llandovery. In,the preface in the 4Canwyll
y Cymru,” published in Llandovery in 1770,
and written also by the publisher (this edition
of the work is said to be the fourteenth) he

says:
“Fy Nghyd Wiadwyr :

“ Trefnodd Duw, iwdwr pob daioni, ‘scrifen-
“jadau yr Awdwr Duwiol hwn gael eu rhoddi
4imiiwneuthury gorau o honynt, ac wrth eu

1 chwilio deallais mai. ei bregethau oedd y rhan
“fwyai o honynt, parai a gadwyd yn ei Lyfr-
“gell ef yn Llanymddyfri er dydd ei farwol-
8 Rees Thomas, when issuing this edition of the
* Canwylly Cymru,” fully intended to publish

;a volume of his sermons, and we are informed

| by another source that he took the MSS. with
him to Cowbridge for that purpose. These ser-
mons were never published, andto save any-

| body the trouble of trying to discover these

,treasures, | may here say that Mr Rees, Ton,

I was only three months too late to save them.
Cartloads of papers, including the old vicar’s
sermons, had been taken from Mr Walters’s
residence after his death, to a place called
AWauny Gaer,” and burnt as waste papers.

There is only one sermon extant known to
have Ix«xn written by the vicar, and this is
published inthe late Llandovery edition of
“ The Welshman’s Candle,” which is also the
fullest and best in every sense.

But to return to the Dictionary, the condi-
tions on which it was to be published are thus
printed oij the paper cover of Part | :—

“ The work to be printed in quarto, with the
“ same letter and paper as this number, and to
Hbe published in numbers, each of which is to
4 consist of 12 sheets, at two pence per sheet
“ The twelve parts issued, which we have seen
HAwere published at the following dates
Parts | and II, 1770, PartllIl. 1771 ; Parts
IV.and V., 1772 ; Parts VI.and VII., 1773 ;
Part VIIl.r 1774; Part IX., 1775; PartX.,
1776 ; Part X1., 1778 ; Part XI1., 1780.”

The next two parts, as we have been able to
gather from the correspondence between Mr

| Walters and Mr Owain Jones, “ k/lyfyr," were
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years to print. Mr Walters patronized the
printer, and besides printing the Dictionary,
had seme sermons printed in 1772, and the
“ Dissertations on the Welsh language” about
the same time. The issue in parts of the Dic-
vtiocar.y was an arraancment which suited pc?fy\}v
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the author and ..printer. Asubscription list was
opened, and an encouraging amount of support
s obtained—more perhaps than could be ex-;
pected, for the price of each part was fixed
rather high. \;4
In the first letter of the series,- which,
we are about to quote* bearing ‘date 8th
March, 1774, we have some details of the publi- i
cation, and Mr Walters writes in the hopeful
tone of a man who had not much trouble so far*
with provincial printers. By November of thev
same year, the scene is not so brilliantly
lighted. Rees Thomas is in difficulty, and isip’
London, looing after a law-suit in which he
was involved. His removal from Cacrmarthen-
shire to Cowbridge prepares one to fear that his
affairs were not so flourishing in the former
I place ; and his journeys to London has left
him bare of means to carry on the work of the i
printing office. There is no ink, and as Rees
Thomas knew it would be wanted, good Mr

Walters is annoyed that he has not sent some
down.

Meanwhile  the publication of
Part IX. is declared, and subscribers are
kept waiting. Somehow these difficulties aTe

;got over as time goes on, and at irregular inter-
vals, but with the inevitable delay, a few more
numbers of the Dictionary are issued. At last
Mr Rees Thomas’ affairs reach a crisis.
One morning, in May, 1777, the bailiffs are put
in, and an appeal is made to Mr Walters ; Mrs
Rees Thomas come running to Llandougb, with
tears in her eyes, to entreat him to come to

Cowbridge. He goes, and the goods lieing
appraised, he buys them.
(To be Continued).
v/
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The Welsh -Bibliographical Society, which
was formed at the last National Eisteddfod,
hare sentouttheir firstcircular, asking all those
who are interested in Welsh literature for their
assistance and co-operation .in the attempt of
making a completerecord of all printing presses
Which were established in Wales from the earli-
eat at'Trefhedyn,by Isaac Carter in 1719, down
to'the end of the 18th century. Also the record
of,Welsh books published outside the Princi-
pality, ‘for Welsh books were printed long
before the abdve press was established at
Trefhedyn. The list now available, compiled
by tho 'late  Mr Charles Ashton; which | pre-
sume to be the one, most complete at present,
is given as a(guide, and the circular solicits the
assistance of their fellow-countrymen, and that
every communication on this interesting sub-
jectshould be made to the secretary, Mr D. R-

| Phillips, Free Library, Swansea. A glance at
\'the list of Welsh pubisbers, as it appears in the

first issue of the society, makes it quite plain

{that there js much work to do in this direction,
“for some very imporant towns*and their cele-

lhrated >publishers are not given, such as

London and Dublin.

The only place where Weléh books had been
fprinted in Glamorganshire previous to the year
iX8Dis Y Bontfaen (Cowbridge), and the old
1town on the Thaw, which seems to be much the

_J;Same now as it was a hundred and thirty-six
' years ago, when it issued tho first book ever
printed in the county, only .thatthe Welsh
language is not so freely spoken by the inha-
rbifants.

; The history ofthe Cowbridge Press is very sad
Jreading, andwhén we realize the amount of cost
land anxiety, those who were connected with its
lestablishment had to bear, and if the one at
Cowbridge is a fair specimen of the other
printing presses established in other towns
throughout Wales in the 18th century,we should
certainly learn to respect and revere the
memory of Weigh printers and publishers, for
.it Was they who laboured, and we who have
entered into their labour.
t.In ¢ne of the Welsh magazines may be seen
Ithe following note,under a Welsh tune, printed
(dong before ever we had anything like &
\ collection of tune 5for the sanctuary @~
“ We failed to put in the tenor part of this
"“tune, as itwas sentto us, because there
*4were not enough type in the office.” i
W hatever might be said againstthe press
lijat the present day,we find in the above instancé
fjjhéh it did its level best to serve the age, and
Je should feel grateful to the good people who
&ve gone before, for much of tho blessings we

. But my intention in commencing this article ,
was to write tho history of the first printing
press of Glamorgan, andT”hould suggestthat |
someone in eaqli of theé twelve counties* (tair-
sir-ar-ddeg Cymru) would do likewise.

To the Reverend John Walters, M.A., rector
of Llandough, is due the honour of establiyiwg!
the

First Printing Pre8s in Glamorgan..*

The worry, the anndyancesj the'di*ap”~orng
meants it co$it himy for. usiiuy 1UXLK oaj.urrwesajns,
years, we shall here endeavour to -peak of*
Much of the material will be taken from, a series

Walters and t-nat parriono ;weisimian—no
whom, we owe mostly the .collection anci tfie
publication of the “ Myfyrian Archaelogi®?
Mr Owain Jones (Myfyr)—a 1liberal-handed:
Eonadiy "merchant,’ to :/whose' «énergN'1In|t;
is due tliat" the great  Dictionaryr
written by Mr Walters, and .mostly printed;
in Cowbridge. was/W TjW brought® té
completion. How Mr Walters came, to devote t
himself to the task of compiling,a huge diction- ;
eary may be learnt from what he tells us of the'l
i matter in the preface of the dictionary. He had-
acquired either by gift or by purchase the
manuscripts of the Reverend William Gambold
—the author of the Grammar of the Welsh Lan-
(guage in English. Gambold was a native of
Cardiganshire, and was rector of Puncheston
and Llanychaer, in Pembrokeshire. Mr Gam-
bold had been working for many years upon a
dictionary, and his labours had been talked
of, and much had been hoped from them by
Welsh scholars. It seemed almost like a
national loss that all the labour upon a work so
much desired should be thrown away ; and Mr
Walters hoped that if the MSS. came into his
hands, a little editing, and possibly a few
additions, would be all that would be required
j to make them ready for their publication. This
proved to be a vain dream, 1Air Gambold had
notworked systematically, his MSS. had serious
blanks in them, and worst than all his scholar-
ship was so defective that much of his pre-
pared work' was valuelesis. In the end”Sir
W alters found that the task would have been
lighter had he never keen burdenéd with the
- Gambold MSS. all. The only good effecttheyl
had was to turn Mr Walters’s attention to that
particular study, and to arouse his interestin
jit. Therefore he determined bogo on. This
probably took place shortly after, his settlement
n Llandough.

Towards the end of the year 1769, there cqrne
to Cowbridge a printer, a Rees Thomas, who
setup a printing press there. Mr Thomas is

Jgntitled to honour, and his name will-WAya

e held in remembrance, for he was pnpM "~ B
[arly printers'of Wales. He had been inG{b""

ess in Llandovery and Caermarthen. A



tKeTi~Séren Foreuf&eu Ganwyll y years to print. Mr Walters .patronized the

}Cymru,” at Llandovery in 1770, and having printer, and besides printing the Dictionary,
mprinted the two ‘'first parts of the had some sermons printed in 1772, and the
;Walters*  Dictionary at  Cowbiidge the, “ Dissertations on the Welsh language” about,
/same year, we must conclude that it was the same time. The issue in parts of the Dic-
[ only part of the préss at» this time was tiouArv was an arrainmment which suited both
| .removed from %_landovery to Cowbridge. On #0 author, and printer. Asubscription list was*
| the very first book published at Cowbridge, we opened, and an encouraging amount of support
>are informed that they were printed by R. and je phtainedT-more perhaps than could be ex-?
|:,T./Thomas ; the latter is supposedto be a poctrdr for the price, of each part was fixM
—1 brother of'Rées, though it is not probable that father high, Y gitMee AT mA -
.\fie came to. Glamorganshire, but remained at “In the first letter of the series, which-
Llandovery. In the preface in the “ Canwyll we are about to quote* bearing date éttd i
—.y Cymru,” mpublished m Llandovery in 1770, March, 1774, we have some details of the publi/
i and written also by the publisher (this edition “cation, and Mr Walters writes in the hopeful <
I of the workis said to be the fourteenth) he “tone of a man who had not much trouble so far
— .says?&~ = '* *m , - ,with provincial printers. By November of the/
* iy Nghyd Wladwyr: -~ « Nighted ; Rees Thomas is n dificutty. and & in
M Trefnodd Duw, awdwr pob daioni, ‘serifen London,‘ looing after a law-suit in ywhich he| f
! _'ad"’_“% yr Awdwr Duwiol hwn gael eu rhoddi Iwas involved. His removal from Carmarthen
-1 miiwneuthury gorau o honynt, ac wrth eu shire tp Cowbridge prepares one to fear that his m
*thwilio deallais mai ei bregethau oedd y rhan affairs were not so- flourishing in the former-
:;fwyat 0 hon){nt, pa rai a . gadwyd yn_ei Lyfr- place ; and his journeys.to London has leftj
aeg:ﬁllnef yn lianymddyfri er dydd ei farwol- him bare of means to carry on the work of the", ;
Rées Thomas, when issuing this edition of the _F;L'Q;:g@sl (.)Er:z\e,;, ;I;hev;%u:; Eg I&E’n?gg zsoc’)ld_e,\j?l
[+ Canwyll y Cymru,” fully intended to publish Walters,is annoyed that he has notsent some>
a volume pf his sermons, and *ve are informed down. - Meanwhile the publication of;
by another, source that he took the MSS. with Part IX. is declared; and subscribers are-,
-thim to Oowbridge for that purpose.  These ser* fkept waiting. Somehow these difficulties. re»
*mons”ere never published, and to save any- <got over as time goes on, and a_t irregularenter-

. body the- trouble of trying to discover these vals, but with the inevitable delay, a,few more,
wtreasures, | may here say that Mr Rees, Ton, numbers of the Dictionary are issued. At last*
Was only, three months too late to save ;them. Mr Ress Thomas’s affairs reach'a crisis. i
dEfiiji-fd" had b Inéllijdin% theMoI\c/iv vlicar:s " one morning, in May, 1777, the bailiffs are pth!
sermons, .ha een taken from MrWalters's in, apd an appeal is made to Mr Walters /M rs j

residence, after hip 'death, to a place called
W Watiny Gaer,” and burnt as waste papers.

/Theré is only one Sermon extant known to
have bt«n written by the vicar, and this is
published *inthe late Llandovery edition of

Rees Thomas come running to Llandough, with)
tears- in her eyes,»to.entreat him to come to j
Cowbridge. He goes, and the goods being]
appraised, he buys them.

;‘ 'Ilihe Wzlsbhman’s Candle,” which is also the In our last article*we foiled that the “bailiffs j
ullest and best in every Sense. . bad taken possession of the printing press j
mBut to return to the Dictionary, the condi- owjied by Mr Rees Thomas at Cowbridge in
tions on which it was to be published are thus 1777—*blvAddyn y tair.caib,” as,the old people
Pr!‘nted on the"paper cover Of Part-1 :— . used to call it. In Daniel Walters’ Diary (the
5 The Work”to be printed n quarto, with the second son of the Rev.”’John Walters), which he
éame letter'dnd paper as this number, and to kept when a béy *at school in the year 1777-8,

y .be published in numbers, each of which is to

“ consist of 12 sheets, at two pence per sheet. we have the followmg entry —

“ Tuesday,lliay i3th, 1777» Mary Lewis' called

“ The'twelve parts issued”which we have seen
« . ; ! upon us on hpr way to Cowbridge, whjther |
were published at the following dates
/Parts | and: I, 1770, Part Il1, 1771 ; Parts ‘t"r’];’”éa?ﬁf‘;mpaf”f’d by lieri my- mother, aJ”d H. i
~TV.and V./1772 ; Parts. VI. and VII., 1773 ; “ Wednesday, May 14th, to the printer’s

| Part Win'.; 1774 ; Part IX., 1775 ; Part X,

-1 1776; Part X1., 1778; Part XI1., 1780.”

j/;:JThé nextW o parts, as we have been able to
/gather from the correspondence between Mr

, Walters and Mr Owain Jones, “ Myfyr,” were--—-
all that was published at Cowbridge, finishing
with" the word “ Rampart,” and took three.

office to seizi the goods, Mrs Thomas, after,
sending ,C. backwards and forwards mapy
times,came witbdea”.in .her;eyes to entreat my
father to come' tpl .Cowbridge. fie went, and
the goods beng,appissed;;bpngptthem.”

; rThése fragments.4of a schoolboy’g diary were
carefully bounfi.up itia stn&ll volujne, waSex-/__



' figjnt’ Having
been, as i “~niiérstend, lént to somehne Who
;had forgotten to réfcarh it, and -probably never
'willl® THe'story, they 7tejl is almost as’interest-
ing as if they had'beeii from the daily journal
of one of the farnily of the Vicar of Wakefield.
They present 'a charmingly simple picture of
the domestic life of & \Velsh county clergyman
.more than a hundred and thirty years ago.]
Henceforth, after Mr Walters had become the
iowner of the press, we might suppose that the
work of printing, the dictionary would move
Iforward without ahitch. Not so ; eighteen
months passes;, in.wWttich no great progress is
made, and Mr WkltersJiinds that much as he
has (lone, he i&atlil 'expected to do more,,and
finds his work négiécted in the end.
In January; Jiltd%?}xé thus complains tc>his
1friends in London “ | &m vexed.,to tell you
how slowjy the press goes on with the work,
while the printer suffers every insignifiant job
to bi*cak;in upon mine,'for no other reason that
I can” assign ,bjitrth~-tyhe is ungrateful, -and
thinks | must now continue with him tho,” he
uses me evier so ill. He promises now indeeh to
go on more éxpedifciously,and I sincerely assure
you‘that | am, and shid) be, very uneasy in my
,mind till I Jiave itin my power to inform-you
that tho 12th’ number is published, which |
hope will nob be many Wc'ekShence. Th*s
number will take" in- part of R.” The next
iletWr is dated April 10ih, 1779 : “ No doubt,”
he says, *you have seen Bees TLomaés,jthe
Iprinter, who iaMn town, to be at the determin-
ation of his j*w,suit, which has been so long
'impending, and there \is reason to hope it-will
be determjned in his favour. ,The pres” is
inoiv gbingpretty briskly, and | hope it will not
mbe long before you receive the 12th number.”
| On May 7th he agail writes : “ Mr-Thom”s’s
wearisome law suit/ so often on the point of
beingsettled, is.still far*froci being delerminpd,’
and. what 13more
liton. Soviet. \i3pAdle omhis
hehalfA*byrirrtAté~nes™b Whom this letter
is.addrer”|/~i~rhfiXi> jValteys could not) in
Aprudence complyv~withi < And he there
‘goes on :,y Mr*Thomas knows the state
jot ' pay affairs, and/’that it would jbe
Highly imprudent in ,the embarrassed
state of n"y engagements to risk any-
thing. 1 shall bo Obliged to apply to Mr Owen
‘Jones for the Small jsum in his hands to’ buy
jpaper, &c., for t-lie Dictionary (12th No.) *The
brfcss, which, i}ad beod.goinAriskly. réceiyed ya
short check. fprvwawUof hpc; which is' now
arrived. | wish Mr Thomas'was at home, but
w sh also that he ihaV bring his, affairs- in
London to successful isSpe- JMay God hless
.you,and remember you, for yourunwearied
(kindness to me.” >

e ——

r Tlie twelfth> number, so long talked, of,
last .eornes put, ibat three years have.tqlp,
before No 13 appears. >0On the H2tli ;Augi
---------- j1782. Mp,Walters.wpitC3.thus to Londoner J
~polégy.-forirjElio Blownedaii of <tiié:puhhoafci
wilb be tpund 1pet the.wrapper pf:the
It isihy misfortune that | am obliged
so ui&uy “apologies, as ;to be/dp.vd["iige®
exhaustin~the patience of disinteré$icd;frier
---------- 1shi?) itself.**'v1ji ithose good old days, fbi me
than a century ago they took mattef$/ leisu
;ly; even people as embarrassed in, crcumstan<
'as poor Rees Thomas did so.( It isnot]tic
IJanuary, 1783, that he bestirs bimselffprt
| effort of bringing out Np.,14. OnTlIxe 10th d
of that mouth the arrival of the paperfor U
number is acknowledged, but *coupled Wiéh t
sad confession that:.“ Alas! Now we >
out of ink! Inis evident that we cannot£
on without the assistance of Mr Jones, apd |
slowly with it» | must ask the favour oTy
to getfrom Mr' Blackwell, in Wood’s C"ose
cask of ink, of {He value of 15s, arid send
down by the Swansea coach directed tp MrRes
Thomas, Printer, Cowbridge.” r "_

A blank of ten years now occurs ip the ¢(
respondence, broken by but one letter, wlp
bears date 4th October, 1790.. We.do nbtl
lieve that communication between 'the parti
was suspended during this long period, hut th
tlie letters fpr/ those ; years/have, by decider
either been losfc.ydrr/destroyed
letters were not: so numerotusi il. these “uar’s
miho former, foe in this preserved letter ?
W alters.lalluded Vto a dorhestic trouble, ai

jaffliction which has taken placed fifteen ~p/b]
Sefore in his family. The letter' isamoSts;
,and mournful one and it will be necessary tjo oL
understandng it, that we takewa mppaentat
glance at the Walters family/ Fiye sons Ik
been born to*Mr iWalters—John, Daniel,: Henr
jMilliam, and Lewis. The two eldeCwpyflhi;
William were, exceptionally gifted,“andtlie
great talents were perfected by cidefully”girfi
ted and assiduous study. The promise pfjfhe
early life was all that could gladden ‘the~h”
of a father, particularly a father of schbldr-
tastes. Jghu and Daniel appear each tothav
earned distinction at Oxford- i

Both took orders. John became Fellow (
his college (Jesus),, ghd auickjy aflerlytho heat
mastership of Cowbridge Grammar Scho<
before he was twenty-five years pr age/ He ha
resigned this for the better apppintmeét;c
*Ruthin, in North Wales, where

lied avery active life. He wa™ su”~geedéit/
Cowbridg”® by, llis brother Daniel, dn§1W
j William had not passed -by the Hnivereity, bt
the promise* of this opening powers waiaeye
jgreater than that of his elder hrothere. |jlpo
Ithese”bright hopes, a blight of sPrrpw suydcnl
‘tell, and blotted them out for ever. ~The |thfe



joijyadied almost 'in the space of two yeari,and
thblbeVeaved father was left in almanner, deso-
late. The two sons spared were not quick-
-witted. .No wonder then that in the ycags 1789
jahd 1790'the pen of the poor old clergyman was
laid aside/' His letter of September,.J 790, to
/hte’friend in London:, is evidently, written in
;reply to that friends condolence to him.} The
affliction isnot mentioned in any nearer form
than as “/stroke upon stroke,” lie himself
broken in mind and body—heart broken. Yet
a/toneof pioias'resignation pervades it through-
out. Time, which assuages all griefs, ,in a
greater ordess degree brought some surcease
‘from sorrpw to Mr Walters, but the dictionary,
mwhich has been, so to say, the work of his life,
;is.still incomplete; age is creeping on—has,
indeed, overtaken <him, and. an effort must be
made to fini®i it. , n yfi
- In spité®of his sorrow, in spite of advancing
age.with its attendant evils, duty to his sub-
scribers .bids him resume and conclude the work
f\*hich; ho has set before him. So the heart-
ibrpkeh and.weary old man once more takes up
his task, and in May, 1793, he has the supreme
Satisfaction of writing to his friend in Upper
Thames-street that the last touch had been
Iputto the MS,, and to beg his advice regarding
the printing and publishing of the remaining
wunibers.. < . . o
f -Gfeunsel was indeed, necessary, for poor Rees
Thomas, the Cpwbridge printer, had passed
awayfrom a world where lawsuits and bailiffs
had isolong plagued, him, and had been laid to
rest in Uandough Churchyard. “ Would it
/ftOij,*be advisable,” he asks, “ to have the
printing done/jn London ?” His friend agrees
Fitwould be, and a printer having been
engaged, the MS. is sentup on Augost2nd,
1793.
, But, oven ijLLondon, printers may be found
dilatory, and the poor lexicographer’s trials are
notyetatan end. May, 1794; arrives, and the
subscribers.are stillwaiting for the concluding
[numbers. In a strain of utter sadness, Mr
t Walters addresses his correspondent on the
subject- Thereis in this letter a deeper and
more path”tadc,wail than even that cry of the
heartJwrung from Samuel Johason when he
¢”¢cipjeted his Dictionary, and wrote his cele-
brated letter to Lord Chesterfields Success, or
in'this case completion of labour with the plea-
siire pr satisfaction arising therefrom, had been
delayed until poor Walters could not enjoy .it ;
tilthe was (inone sad aspect) solitary,and could
not impartit; and here the parallel between
the two lexicographers ends. Not for him could
thodettered ease which attended Dr Johnson’s
later years,.with the homage paid him by tfie
“wholeyrorld of learning, be hoped for, even if
iij had been relatively attainable. Imagination

W<T£oFpicture/ "neither 'did the wearied mind
and body of this bereaved father desire a calcA
season of rest to follow the completion of his
labours/ when the fatne so painfully and
patiently earned mightbe enjoyed. No, he
writes as one for whom the cares and joys of the
world are over.; his/sole desire is-*that the
Dictionary may be completed.”

1" 1 had hoped,” he Says, “ | shQuld have had
an account of the 'Dictionary being out of the
press by this. Upon .sending the MS. up to
London, | acquainted my friends with” .the'
arrangements which, had,been, made; Coupled,
with the assurance that the work would now be
completedwithout further dpiay. | am qtiite
hurtat the disapppmtmenfc. | Vhave been con-
finedto my room for three weeks with a ./séyére,
attack ;df:thp old complaint, and was'afraid |
should not have the s&tistaotion of seeing; the
iwtmof tho *oriObtjugbu
completion. Thank God | am recovering.”” /

The -Work, however, is now im the sfcronjg
hands of Owen,Jones -dw/Ampletwoni
although so long aeiayed,is'assured. ~Tio doubt
the proofs had the benefit of his revision., By

September,; 1794; the correspondénoe over the
publication comes to a close ; the work hasl
been delivered to the subscribers, and the
printer has been paid. Whether Mr Wajters'
derived any pecuniary benefit from the publi-
cation is doubtful—indeed, there is more than
a suspicion that he was out of pocket. V

Thus the Standard Welsh and English Dic-
tionary was broughtto its completion. Upon
the English lexicographer there attended at the
close of his labour ssundry rewards and a great
access of social consideration. His University
hastened to confer :upon him the honorary
degree of D.O.L. ; the Government of the day
granted him a (well-merited) pension ; and the
learned world ejevated him to a kind of/Liter-
ary Dictator. Poor Mr Walters was the object
of no such attention or adulation. Ten months
before his death he was elected to a Prebendal

Stall in the Cathedral Church, of his diocese ;
and with that modest acknowledgment of his
labours the flood of honour reached its highest
mark. Y , .m'm)

Bef¢re /[ concluding this notice one more
letter deserves attention. It is dated Cow-

bridge, Ifwy 12th, 1797. / The poor old gentle- .
man ievery ill ; he has been suffering from
fever |pr three mouths. He is seventy-six years
old, he says, and feels the weakness pf old age.
The handwriting of this last letter shows
indeed traces of feebleness, but there are still
touches of the old stateliness which liad been
so marked and so uniform a characteristic in
all the earlier letter?. It was a Itand that
never seemed to vary; and if handwriting



Efords *key to character,\ then tliéifé iaSy

nNgaasuredly be read in this of Mr Walters* the

tevidence of. a mind large, grand, and calm.
|1t shows ns a man whose life was regulated by
~ixed principles; and who, having decided upon
a course to bo followed, would pursue that

— vcourse evenly to the end. In his diction, there

(&

is, perhaps, too much of that “ rounding of
periods,” common to the scholarly writers of
that time which has, to the yearofthis our time,
a tinge of formality and deprives it of what we
are pleased to call “ naturalness " of expres-
sion. This, however, wasthe language and st"le
of 1790 ; and there can be no doubt but that it
flowed as freely and easily from his lip and
pen ; and with as little premeditation as the
slipshod English of to-day fails from the Hp®
of so jnany of our free talkers. o]
Mr Walters died on the twentieth day after
be had penned the letter just referred to,
namely, on the 1st of June, 1797. He was buried
at Uandough on the 4th of June. His grave is
probably in the .chancel, but no stone marks<
the spot where he has been laid. This disrew
gard of the memory of those who have deseryedj-
wpll of their .country,is but too common in'
Wales. . The gcave of a distinguished person is,
bedewed with tears at his burial, and is strewed
with perishable flowers ; and with this transient,
expression of sentiment the public conscience
is satisfied. .Any warmer patriotism finds an
outletin the vapourings that take place at
Eisteddfodau—and .so quickly vanishes into;
thin air. A few of» his brother bards laid the
tribute of the, Welsh Muse (figuratively, speak'»,
ing) upon Mr Walters’ toml>—and then the
mortuary honours, rendered to him by bis
countrymen ceased. 12/1/47
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