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SEPTEMBER, 'i960 Llanbletbian Community Council asked the Ministry of Works 
to take over responsibility and guardianship of the castle. At 
that time it was readily admitted by the owners that the castle 

: was ir a dangerous condition and letters were sent to the Heads 
o f  schools and the Police warning them of the risks and danger 
to children who frequently played in the vicinity and in the 
castle. Notices were also erected warning visitors to keep out,

■'!~ar'd exonerating the owners of any responsibility in the event, of 
accidents or injuries.

-.j C i  -  c r  ; ‘ •* *

19ÔR The castle was sold by the Executors of the late Hansel Evan
Edwards and purchased, apparently by Mr. ÍÍ. Boland.

NOVEMBER., 197*+ A request from Llanblethian Community Council, supported by
a petition signed by 6 0  local residents, was submitted to the 
Principal Inspector of Ancient Monuments, Department of the 
Environment, to consider acquiring the castle and surrounding 
land by compulsory purchase. In reply, the Inspector had indicated 
his intention to prepare a scheme for treating the dangerous parts 
of the gatehouse. The department did not have powers tc compulsorily 
purchase, although it did have powers to take the monument into 
care if it was suffering wilful damage or neglect.

DECEMBER, 19?"* Llanblethian Community Council gave consideration to the
purchasing of the castle for use by the public as an Open Space, if 
the Department of the Environment could guarrantee to take the 
castle into guardianship and make safe the dangerous parts.

It became obvious that the owner did not wish to part with the 
site and further discussions took place between the owner and the 

— Depav-tment.

JANUARY to
DECEMBER, 1975 Numerous requests from the Community Council to the owner to 

negotiate.

FEBRUARY Î 9 7 C  The Department.experienced difficulty in gaining access to the
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MARCH, 1976

site in order to prepare a report on the condition of the castle 
and the work considered necessary before making a recommendation 
concerning guarianship.
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Llanblothian Community Council resolved to request the Vale 
of Glamorgan borough Council to compulsorily acquire the Castle 
on their behalf.

SEPTEMBER, 1976 Llanblethian W.I. submitted a petition to the Wel£h Office

MAY, 1977

regarding the condition of the monument. A proposed schedule of 
works, produced by the owner's architect for the long term

1

stabilization and preservation was examined. The owner was asked 
to agree to undertaking approved preservation work over a period 
of 5 to 10 years with the Department of the Environment bearing 
a share of the cost within a specified limit.

•  4

The District Valuer was asked to negotiate on behalf of the 
Community Council hut reported that the owner had no intention o’f 
selling and had agreed future preservation work with the relevant 
department. It was later reported by the Welsh Office that efforts 
to reach agreement with the owner on measures to ensure the future 
preservation were inconclusive.

NOVEMBER, 19? 8 PREGE STATEMENT 'The Secretary of State for Males has stepped
in to help save the crumbling dt. Quentin's Castle from further 
deterioration. The risk of rapid further deterioration is such that 
it was thought advisable that an Interim Preservation Order should.

tbe made. The notice stated that the monument was under the protection 
of the sectretapyof Gtate tinder Part 11 of the Ancient Monuments Act. 
The Jepartment had confirmed that the monument was in danger from 
neglect and that its preservation was of national importance. •

JULY, 1979 The Welsh Office, Ancient Monuments Branch, the owner and his 
architect discussed a programme of preservation works which would 
be satisfactory to the department and which might be grant aided.

MARCH 197 > The Welsh Office published the draft of a proposed Preservation 
Order with the object of maintaining its long term interest in the 
monument under existing legislation. Objection to the proposed 
Order was entered on behalf of the owner, which was neither resolved 
or withdrawn. Meanwhile, agreement had been reached on the estimate 
and elements of a long term programme to extend over a period of 
about 10 years, of preservation and conservation works.

cont/ ...3



The ownerls' reply to the departments's offer to share the cost 
of the 1st year's worh. equally with him up to a specified amount 
in 1979/So, was awaited. At th c stage it was hoped that a 
tangible result to the negotiations would be seen shortly.

JANUARY, I9 S0  The department reported that the owner, his architect and 
mason had met with servants of the department, discussed and 
agreed a programme for the initial stages of the preservation 
works. Long awaited commencement of the conservation works would 
at last be carried out I

NOVEMBER, 1930 The Welsh Office reported that the condition of the site of
the castle had, for some time, been of great concern to the depart
ment and considerable efforts had been made to persuade the owner 
to put the site in order. The main interest lay with the ruins 
which were deteriorating slowly through neglect. The department
stated 'unfortunately, there is nothing we can do at the present

*

time to improve the situation although we will continue to negotiate 
with the owner to agree and implement a programme of works.

FEBRUARY, 1931 Interim Preservation Order had expired. The Welsh Office
confirmed its awareness of the local concern and stated that the 
efforts in trying to persuade the owner to implement the initial 
stages of the preservation work were continuing.

SEPTEMBER, 1982 Consideration was being given by the Welsh Office to the most
appropriate form of action wh ch could be taken under the Archaeological 
Areas Act, 1979-

FEBRUARY, 19&3 A meeting of representatives of the Welsh Office, Vale of Glam 
Borough Council, Town Council ana the owner took place - report 
attached. - ( S f £  f y c f  Ó

MARCH, 1983 Mr. Boland was warned 'In view of the length of time this proposal 
has been under discussion, if work has not started within six weeks 
the department will consider using its powers either to enter the 
monument to carry out works which are urgently needed or to compulsory 
acquire the castle. ' Further letters were sent in April, July and 
August, hut no reply.

OCTOBER, 1U83 The Town Council drew the attention of Lord Parry of Neyland, and 
Jir Raymond Gower, li.P. to the matter. Both made representation to 
the Welsh Office.

cont/' ...*t
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l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s

held a demonstration at the castle. The owner had failed to 
respond to the latest requet for an application for scheduled 
monument consent to be submitted for approval and in the circum 
stances, the case was submitted to the Secretary of State for 
guidance on how to proceed.
On 2bth November, 1 9 8 3 the Welsh Office received a directive 
from the Secretary of State to acquire by means of a Compulsory 
Purchase Order. It was noted that the owner might request a 
public inquiry and was acting illegally by laying vehicular access, 
etc.

a - s-

JANUARY, 1r,)8h Petition of 27^ persons submitted to Welsh Office

JANUARY, APRIL,’ 'MAY, .AUGUST,& SEPTEMBER Council enquired re progress and the
Welsh Office reported that the matter was in the minds of the Legal 
Department. 1

Further enquiries from the Town Council re progress and information 
requested by the Welsh Office was given.

C.A.D.W. was considering options to ensure the future maintenance 
and preservation and confirming certain details to ensure correct 
procedures.

APRIL, 1083 

JUNE, 1085

JULY, r~‘83 The Town Council enquired as to the reasons for the delays 
and expressed surprise that no preservation works had been carried 
out.

AUGU.'JT, 1035 Town Council enquired again. C.A.D.VJ. replied that the decision 
to acquire the castle by C.P.O. was taken in the knowledge that the 
only real alternative was the execution of urgent preservation works 
a path that was rejected because, in view of the nature of the 
statutory provisions, the urgent preservation works that could be 
carried out would be very limited. It was anticipated that the 
draft orders for the compulsory purchase would be ready soon.

OCTOBER, HOVE *BER, DEC El BER, 19|Q>9 Reminders and enquiries to C.A.D.W.

JANUARY, 198 6 C.A.D.W. stated that instructions were still awaited from
legal department of W.O.

FEBRUARY, I1,‘86 Utill no positive action. There are complications which are
proving difficult to resolve and the W.O. cannot promise and early 
conclusion.

Ŵ  '



S T  Q U E N T IN ’S  C A S T L E  

P R E C IS  O F  E V E N T S  S IN C E  1 9 6 0

T h e  fo llow ing is a view  of events  as  seen  by C ow b ridge  with 

L lanb leth ian  Town Council and  its p red ecessors  in a  period of 

o ver 3 0  years  during w hich the peop le  of C ow b ridge  and  

L lanb leth ian  have tried to en sure  the preservation of St 

Q u entin 's  C astle  for the benefit of the Nation and for future  

g en era tio n s .

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 6 0  L lan b le th ian  C o m m u n ity  C ou ncil 

( re ferred  to be low  as  L C C ) ask the M inistry of W orks to take  

responsibility for the castle . A dm itted by the ow ners that the  

structure is in a  dang ero us  condition.

1 9 6 4  C astle  sold by the Executors of the late M anse l Evan  

E dw ard s  an d  purchased , apparently , by M r M ichael Boland.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 7 4  L C C  subm it a  requ est to the Principal 

Inspector of Ancient M onum ents  for W a les  ( D O E ), asking for 

com pulsory purchase to be considered . In his reply, the  

Inspector ind icates his intention to prepare  a schem e for 

consolidating dang erous parts of the gatehouse.

D E C E M B E R  1 9 7 4  L C C  consider purchasing the castle  for 

use as  public op en  space. It becom es obvious that the ow ner  

does not wish to sell.

1 9 7 5  N u m ero u s  requests by L C C  to nego tia te  a  purchase.

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 7 6  D O E  A ncient M o n u m en ts  D ep artm e n t claim  

difficulty in ga in ing access to the site in order to p rep are  a  

report.

M A R C H  1 9 7 6  L C C  reso lve  to request the Vale of G lam o rg an  

Borough C ouncil to com pulsorily acquire  the site.

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 7 6  L lanb le th ian  W l subm it a  petition to the  

W elsh  O ffice ( referred to below  as W O ) expressing concern at 

the condition of the m onum ent. A proposed S ch ed u le  of W orks  

is produced  by the ow ners architect for stabilisation and  

preservation  of the structure.

M A Y  1 9 7 7  T h e  D istrict V a lu er is asked  by L C C  to negotiate  

a  p u rch ase  price but ag a in  the o w n er declines to sell. H e  

a g re e s  to  discuss future preservation w ork with the proper 

authorities but efforts to reach a g re em en t are  inconclusive.



N O V E M B E R  1 9 7 8  S outh  W a les  Echo reports that “T h e  

S ecre ta ry  of S tate  for W a les  has stepped  in to save the  

crum bling S t Q u e n tin ’s C astle  from further deterioration". An  

Interim  P reservation  O rder is m ade un der Part II of the Ancient 

M o num ents  Act in order to p reserve a m onum ent of national 

im portance.

J U L Y  1 9 7 9  W O  A ncient M o nu m en ts  B ranch, the o w n er and  

his arch itect discuss a suitab le p rogram m e of work which might 

be grant a ided .

M A R C H  1 9 7 9  W O  publish draft P reservation  O rder. O w n er  

registers his objection to the proposed Order.

A g reem en t is reach ed  with the o w n er on an  estim ate and a  

long term  program m e of conservation work

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 0  W O  represen ta tives  m eet the owner, his 

arch itect and  his m ason and ag re e  a  p rogram m e for the initial 

stages of the work.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 8 0  W O  report g rea t concern  at the condition  

of the m onum ent. T h e y  confirm  that they will continue to try to 

negotia te  with the o w n er in an effort to ag re e  and im plem ent a  

program m e of work.

F E B R U A R Y  1981 Interim  P reservation  O rd er expires. W O  

ac kn o w led g es  local concern  and confirm s it will continue to try 

to p ersu ad e the o w n er to carry out the initial s tages of 

conservation  work.

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 8 2  C on sid era tio n  be ing  g iven by W O  to 

m ost appropria te  form  of action ava ilab le  under the  

A rchaeo log ica l A reas  Act 1979.

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 8 3  M eetin g  of rep resen ta tives  of W O . Vale of 

G la m o rg an  Borough C ouncil, C ow b ridge  Town Council and  the  

ow ner. C ouncil m inutes record “O bvious that M r B oland has  

very little intention of cooperating with the W O".

M A R C H  1 9 8 3  South W a les  Echo reports that W O  has given  

the o w n e r “ six w eeks  to com e up with a schem e to renovate  

the 13th century ruin”. It confirm ed that the W O  would  

otherw ise exerc ise  its pow ers e ither to en te r the m onum ent to  

carry out w orks w hich are urgently n eed ed  or to com pulsorily  

acqu ire  the castle .



O C T O B E R  1 9 8 3  T h e  Tow n C ouncil d raw  the attention of 

Lord Parry of N ey land  and S ir R aym ond G o w er M P  to the  

matter. Both m ake  representations to the W O.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 8 3  T h e  Tow n C ouncil. Local history S ociety  

and local residents hold a dem onstration  at the castle.

M r W yn Roberts, U nd er S ecre ta ry  of S tate , writes to Sir 

R aym on d  G o w er confirm ing the W O 's  intention to seek  

com pulsory acquisition.

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 4  Petition of 2 7 4  persons subm itted to W O . 

E nquiries by the Town C ouncil in January, April, M ay, August 

and S e p te m b e r bring assuran ces  by W O  that the m atter is in 

the hand s of the L ega l D epartm ent.

A P R IL  1 9 8 5  Further en q u iries  from Tow n Council regard ing  

progress. Inform ation provided by W O.

J U N E  1 9 8 5  C a d w  still considering  options to en sure  future  

m ain ten an ce  an d  preservation  of the castle.

J U L Y  1 9 8 5  Tow n C ouncil enqu ire  as  to the reasons tor 

d e lay  and express surprise that no preservation work has been  

carried  out.

A U G U S T  1 9 8 5  Tow n C ouncil en qu ire  again . In form ed by 

C a d w  that draft orders for com pulsory purchase w ould  be  

read y  soon.

O C T O B E R  N O V E M B E R  A N D  D E C E M B E R  1 9 8 5  F u r th e r  

rem inders  and enqu iries  to C ad w  from Town C ouncil.

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 6  C a d w  state that instructions are  still aw a ited  

from  the W O  Legal D epartm ent.

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 8 6  Still no positive action. Tow n C ouncil 

in form ed that there  are  com plications which are  proving difficult 

to reso lve. W O  cannot prom ise an  early  conclusion.

M A R C H  1 9 8 6  G lam o rg an  G a ze tte  reports that “C ad w  cannot 

locate M r Boland, o w n er of the castle".

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 8  C a d w  co n ven e  m eeting  of local 

househo lders  to exp la in  the work to be undertaken  on the  

castle. T h e  castle will be conso lidated  and the a re a  of ground  

around it c leared  and grassed  with a facility for car parking. 

F in an ce  has b een  a llocated  an d  the land will be acqu ired  by 

a g re e m e n t with the o w n er o r by com pulsory purchase.



H o u seh o ld ers  accep t the possible tem p orary  in con ven ien ce  and  

a g re e  to provide access  w h ere  required.

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 9  Tow n Council ad vised  verbally  by C ad w  that 

the project has not ad van ced  because the o w n er cla im s to 

have a  schem e of his ow n for restoring the castle. C ad w  see  

this as  a de lay ing  tactic but a re  ob liged to aw ait the outcom e.

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 8 9  In response to an  enqu iry  C a d w  write to  

ad vise  that the o w n er has appo inted  an  architect to p repare  a 

schem e.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 8 9  In response to  a  further en qu iry  C ad w  

write to advise that the ow ners agents a re  devising a 

prog ram m e of repairs, with target dates , which will be availab le  

by C hristm as.

C a d w  a lso  advise  that a  site inspection “did not suggest that 

the structure represents  any im m edia te  danger".

M A R C H  1 9 9 0  C a d w  advise that they a re  to m eet the ow ners  

ag en t in order to consider w h eth er it would be appropria te  for 

C a d w  to assist financially.

In reply to a  verbal enqu iry  C ad w  confirm s that a  m eeting  took 

place with the ow ners ag en t and they will lia ise to draw  up a 

program m e of work. N o  target d a tes  have been  fixed.

M A Y  1 9 9 0  C a d w  ad v ises  that pow ers  of com pulsory  

purchase, though passed by parliam ent, w ould  never be used.

J U N E  1 9 9 0  S ix local M P s  tab le  a m otion deploring the  

fa ilure of the W O  to act. T h ey  are  inform ed that they are too 

e a g e r  to use com pulsory purchase pow ers.

J U L Y  1 9 9 0  C ad w  says the ow ner is very  willing to s e e  the 

m onum ent restored.

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 0  John Sm ith  M P  uses an A djournm ent 

D e b a te  to deno unce  the ow ner and dep lo re  the inaction of the 

W O.

J U N E  1991 M in ister of S ta te  at the W O  im plies that the 

o w n er can have  an o th er five years  to do som e work.

O C T O B E R  1991 M in ister ad v ises  that C ad w  will carry out 

som e m ore work.



J U N E  1 9 9 2  C a d w  clears som e m ore vegetation  and puts up 

netting to  catch falling stonew ork.

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 9 2  B B C  “W e e k  in W e e k  out" te levis ion  

prog ram m e featu res  the prob lem s associated  with the castle.

O C T O B E R  1 9 9 2  W O  issues draft C om pu lsory  P urchase  

Order.

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 2  C a d w  ad v ise  that the o w n e r has ob jected  

to C P O  an d  the S ecre tary  of S tate  will appoint an in dependent 

Inspector w ho will probably set up a  Public Local Inquiry.

M A Y  1 9 9 3  Tow n Council in form ed by C ad w  that a  Public  

Local Inquiry will be held to consider the ow ners objections to  

the draft C om pulsory P urchase Order. T h e  date  for the Inquiry  

is set for 5th O ctober 1993.

J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 4  Follow ing the po stponem ent of the Public  

Inquiry C ad w  issue notice of a  new  date of 1st M arch  1994.

M A R C H  1 9 9 4  Public Local Inquiry a t C o w b rid g e  Town Hall


