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Louis Fisher, Cowbridge 43 î*

The. Vale Forge: ‘Success is moving
A HALLMARK of the success achieved by the Louis Fisher DIY and Garden Centre at G1Yn Spencer, who had 
the Vale Forge, Cowbridge, is its ability to move with the times, and adapt to changes in !?.!!0'Y?d íis ^ather 
the Vale economy. Another vital ingredient in The Vale Forge success story is the exten- ^J^theiand

sive building and craftsmanship back- in 1905 _ not iong after 
ground of the owner, Mr Louis Fisher. ' ~ .....................

The story began in now, providing for a 
1870 when a wheel- thriving demand, which 
wright shop, stables at that time was the ser- 
and forge were built to vicing of brewery drays 
serve the Old Cow­
bridge Brewery. The
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and their horses.
The last blacksmith 

Vale Forge was a hive was Albert Newton and 
of activity, then as the last wheelwright,
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the Forge had closed. He 
has made it into a thriv­
ing and diverse business 
- housing not only his 
own DIY firm, but also 
Xantippe Design, Inside 
Out Car Valeting and 
Car Wash and Welsh 
Smoked Products.

Like father, 
like son

Louis Fisher was 
brought up in Siggin­
stone, educated at Ysgol 
Llanilltud Fawr and 
Bridgend Technical Col­
lege, and began work as 
an apprentice carpenter 
and joiner. After war 
service, he pursued the 
building trade. However, 
as Vale land prices 
increased, it became less 
commercially viable to 
work as a builder and 
Louis instead chose to 
diversify.

He examined the mar­
ket and moved into the 
DIY sector, after ear­
marking the ‘do it your­
self’ sector for expan­
sion.

Louis Fisher DIY and 
Garden Centre, supplies 
both to trade and busi­
ness customers, always 
keeping abreast of the 
changing Vale economy.

Robert Fisher, Louis’ 
youngest son served his 
own 18-month ‘appren­
ticeship’ on a world tour 
after gaining a BA hon­
ours degree in public 
administration.

its flexibility, constantly 
assessing and reassess­
ing the market to ensure 
it is a viable business

and to continue the suc­
cess story.

The Vale Forge has a 
proud history - and no

doubt a prosperous 
future in the dedicated 
hands of Louis and 
Robert Fisher.
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SALESALESALE

THE VALE FORGE,
NORTH ROAD, COWBRIDGE 

The Smokery specialising in Smoked Salmon, Trout, Haddock, 
Cod, Herring, Bacon, Hams, Chicken, Duck, Turkey 

IVe also have a well stocked Fresh Fish Counter 
Also Licensed Came Dealers with a seasonal Came Counter. 

Telephone: O144C 771063r7 XANTIPPE
d e s i g n^J

SPECIALIST PAINTED FRENCH & OTHER 
EUROPEAN FURNITURE
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with the times’

Traders in The Vale Forge: Clockwise: Robert Fisher of Louis Fisher DIY; The 
Cafe run by Ann and Pete; Wynne Jones of Inside-Out Car Valet and Car Wash; 
Llewellyn of Xantippe Design and David Bethan, of Patrick Daniels Welsh Smoked Products


