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NEW PLANS FOR POPULAR 
VALE BUILDING ’ 

Cowbridge Y.M.C.A. May Become 
Communal Centre «

this association for ‘^nmny year^ will'now be ’offered to"the 

ltoe char *he.tOwn’ so ,that ma.v become a community centre 
totoin v cC’rit ° rCVer’ IS SUbjeCt the Permis*ion of the con- 
t ailing Charity Commission being obtained.
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■The long-expected announce­

ment that the Y.M.C.A. will 
cease to function was made by 
Councillor Edward John to à 
masting of the Cowbridge 
Borough Council, recently.

IN TOWN’S INTEREST
Councillor John reported that 

the controlling committee, of 
which he is a member, had de­
cided to wind up the affairs of 
the Y.M.”—as it is known 

-ocally—early in March.
“It was the committee’s 

opinion.” he explained, “that 
no-one would want to see the 
centre closing up completely. 
They felt that it was in the 
interests of the town that they 
should meet the Town Clerk 
as he would be able to explain 
toe legal formalities which 
would have to be completed in 
order to give the building to 
the townspeople.
,, M5 dohn concluded by saying 
tnat there were various erouus 
using the hall at the present 
time, and the committee knew 
that they wished to carry on 
until new arrangements could be made.
, Aud so the small one-storeyed 
building, which stands at th» 
rear of toe Town Hall, may 
soon enter a new phase in its 
historic existence.

ORIGINAL IDEA
There have been several 

phases of change since the idea 
of a"Young Men’s Institute for 
Cowbridge” resulted in the con­
struction of this building in the 
latter part of the 19th century. 

The late Mr Nathaniel Bird' 
Cowbridge, was the man who 
first conceived the idea of an 
‘ institute where young men 
may have cheap" and easy 
access to newspapers, periodi­
cals. and other literature, and 
where, m a commodious build­
ing, meetings may be held and 
lectures given.” say records of ns history.
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1 associated with the Insti-
tute was because he “desired to bring women out into publk? 

J?üre- than has been 
' 'th?TUglí sultable, hitherto.”

Needless to say, young girls 
were accepted at the Institute m recent years.

1912 CHANGE
m'Ŵ’ U?e Institute 
thl ^‘iUy handed over to 
S,®., Chanty Commission for 
rnio‘ar-d <an5l Wales in July of 
J21?:, out the affairs of the 
institute continued to be con- 
an!itCfd the locaI committee 
and two trustees, one of whom' 
Cowb/MgeS the Mayor of 

This handing ovnr whs 
effected after an application 
hac- been made to the Charity 
Commission in February, 1912 
by the trustees, who felt that 
financially it would be for the 
bettei ment of. the Institute 
°urmg thi3 early years of the 

“any servicemen were 
brŴned 3n and about Cow- 
morintk a}hd m ?rder to accom­
modate them at the Institute, 
it was deeded that the name 
tonUnK S Christian Associa- 
“Tn-H? tUld Ŵ substituted for 
iJr,-"1 'U!f‘ • Slnce those years 
it has retained the name of the 
great world-wide association.

Now, if the Charity Com­
mission agrees, the “YM" 
building will be handed from its 
management committee to the ! ^°er and Borough of COW-

MR BIRD'S WISH
the handing-over 

?n<7tthS Httle 8rey-stone build- 
\íìí’i,the de?tre of one man, Mr 
Nathaniel Bird—who did not 
hla?? Sef the seeds of his idea I 
bear fruit—must be changed. | 

Nathaniel Bird was a man I 
bom and bred in Cowbridge. I 
And i„ was m his late fifties 

■--? ettPibssed a wish to ' 
promote the welfare of a few 

or the town’s inhabitants” by 
1 ’ ’ng a meeting place for oung men.

no d°ubt the late Mr ; Bird I would smile if he knew 
that now his “brain-child’’ is— 
peinaps—to provide a com- 

'.mSnal meeting place for all th» 
of his native Cowbridge
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. XfO1TnhedefrOmteP^ ™ 
S, Ths Corporation of Cow- 
biidge was approached on the 
jUbject °f a site, and “recognis- 
ing the benefits likely to accrue 
m°en?Ä Tby Ahe e«h! 
menu oi the Institute,” agreed 
to sell the site close to th» 
Town Hall for £180.

scheme modified
A two-page circular was sent 
m«nbers of the public invit­

ing them to subscribe towards 
I£e Proposed building, saying 
that “lt was felt that it would 
be a tenous reflection .if the \ 
-■ar^e sum voted by Mr Brd for ' 
this good object had to go else- 1 
Ä.í" -» « «»«:

to f„^í.as' money was not quicklv 
U f. forthcoming, and plans for 
O> ta two-storeyed building de 

*Bned ?y Mr Robert Wfliiams’ 
Required b“hig11overe,£itlJSoSUm

"Xt room Ä r00m and a Ä 
a commifL?6 gI0und flo°r, with 

room and a lecture had capable of seatirip- iok fl People on the first floo“g 
----  whkto^fh Of- management— 
QU S?lch “eluded Mr DSH Bowen, the Vicar, who was 

I chaiiman; Messrs W. F Evans 
headmaster of rnihS ZOf Grammar School; ° ThomS 
Roes, John Williams; David 

1 Tilley; and William T. Gwyn 
«ft la,te Town Clerk—decided 
modifiirtngh dmlbi3ration that a 
modified building would have ' 
to be constructed
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