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More exiles flock to call
American gymanfa - ganu

of

TODAY is exiles day at the
Vational Eisteddfod in Bangor. In
Yris article the public relations
lirector of the National Gymanfa
%}janu Association of the United
States and Canada looks ahead 1o
next month’s great North American
gathering of Welsh ezxiles in Salt
Lake City. ;

OR 40 years now the Welsh in
America have been responding in
amazing numbers to the appeal-

ing tones of “Deuwch, canwn Ir
Arglwydd,” the psalmic call of the
National Gymanfa Ganu Association
of the United States and Canada.

And, with the introduction of

novel and expanded public relations,
indications are already that the
response this  summer will exceed
those of ‘former years for the 40th
Annual Gymanfa Ganu from Septem-
ber 2 to 5 at Salt Lake City, Utah.

Veteran singers of the first

National Gymanfa 40 years ago ab
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Goat Island, Niagara Falls, New York,

remember that occasion for its
spiritual enthusiasm through singing
together.

Then they never imagined that
out from the desire of many people
for singing Welsh hymn tunes by the
cool waters there would develop 2

' Tabernacle choir.
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testival of national significance with
international interest and participa-
tion.

From' the modest beginning at
Niagara the famed hymn tunes of
Wales have since been heard and
enjoyed on festival dimensions in
most of the major cities of the United
States and twice at Toronto. ;

The National Gymanfa returns to
Salt Lake City for the third time. It
was held there previously in 1949 and
1955. Enthusiasm and concern for the
reception and comfort of thousands of
Welsh-American visitors are apparent
in the advanced preparations for the
September festival.

The gymanfa singing sessions will
be held in the famous Salt Lake City
Tabernacle, the spiritual home of the
nation’s Mormons. On Sunday morp-
ing; September 5, the Welsh singers
will participate in a world-wide radio
broadcast that will include the

Mr. Clarence Giles, president, and
Dr. Moyer D. Thomas, general chair-

man, are leaders of local committee
members who have secured the mag-
nificent Utah Hotel for the four-day-
festival. Dr. Thomas is supported by
his wife, Ann Davies Thomas, from
Abergynolwyn, who has toured Wales
and Europe on several occasions with
her Welsh-American choir.

The involvement of the Welsh-
American Youth movement (WAY),
which was infroduced at Milwaukee
last year, will be continued with added
features at Salt Lake City. .

The hotel facilities will contain
the Noson Lawen, WAY activities,
national committee sessions and vari-
ous innovations, for the enjoyment
of the guests. Ouftdoor diversions
include tours of the city and neigh-
bouring scenic spots, with a civic wel=’
come.

Mr. Emlyn Lloyd, national presi-
dent, and currently president of the
Detroit Gymanfa Ganu Association,
prominent leader in community and
civic group projects and vice-president
of the Chrysler Corporation, views
with optimism the future of the
National Gymanfa. A native of Peny-
cae near Wrexham, he has served the
national organisation in several
capacities..

Mr. Jack Meadows, of Youngs=
town,  Ohio (Llanbradach), who
succeeded Mr. George Bundy
(Garnant) as national :secretary,
demonstrates a dedication to his

Foreground, Ivy Morris and Clar-
ence Giles, and in rear, John Mus-
_grove, Jeff Thomas, Byron Bul-

| lough, David Giles, Carol Jones re-
hearse songs for Welsh Conference

. to be held in Salt Lake this week.’

duties that has been characteristic of
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Welsh make tuneful piitc

fo'r Gymanfa Ganu fest

There’s an old saying -
when two Welshmen gef to-
gether they form a chorus.

In the ftradition of that
adage, the 40th ansual Natien-
al Gymanfa Ganu {zub-
man-vah gan-ee} Conventien
will be held in Salt Lake City
Thursday through Sunday.

More than 3008 nalve
Welshmen and their descend-
ants are expected to atfend
the festival for singing, danc-
ing and renewing old acquain-
tances. ’ ;

The Gymanfa Ganu or sa-
cred song festival, long a ira-
dition to the Welsh people,
consists of laymen singing in
harmony with a counter melo-
dy often played by a harp. the

_ national instrument of Waiss.

Headquarters for the con-

- vention will be Hotel Utah with

programs also being conduct-
ed in the Salt Lake
Tabernacle.

A Welsh gardens will be

the International Peace G:
dens. A banquet that eveni
will feature several loecal, !
tional and Imierpationat Vs

pevfarmers,
Native ok daness o8
taughi Sangday shErs

2nd fhe svemins ml e i
with e Nosm iawss

Hight of Rerry e =
particinenis o Eeia S
the United States compris
the program in Hotel Ut

\ The Welsh American Yo

(WAY) will also present
play on the origin of

 Welsh Naticnal Anthem.

The conclusion of the fe
val on Sunday will be hi
lighted by the General G
anfa Ganu Sacred Song
semblyfrom Tie8pm. in
Tahernacie.

The publie & mvied

-atiend the fesiivities, For

ther information contact U
Gymanfa Ganu Associa
General Secretary Mrs. A
Davies Thomas, 1474 Bea

Dr., Salt Lake City.

dedicated Friday at 11 a.m. at
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By HAROLD LUNDSTROM
;Deseret News Music Editor

Fiffeen hundred Welsh sing-
ers from across thé nation
%n‘d also from Wales are
Expected to attend the nation-
)l Gymanfa Ganu in  Salt
Lake City Thursday through
gunday‘

The “Gymanfa Ganu” is a
stival of religious songs
Sung by everyone as com-
ared with the other well-
inown Welsh ' institution, the
‘Eisteddfod,” which is a festi-
5l with competitions in liter-
fure, music, and the fine
1s.

[f BEGINS THURSDAY

yoanfa Ganu to be held in
It Lake City since 1955 is
arence L. Giles, president
; the Utah Gymanfa Ganu
sociation.

‘The conference wxll begin
ursday wzth guests and del-

ir from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
[LECTURE ON WALES

Following this, W. Emalyn
‘;n’es, Ystradgynlais, South
ales, will present an illus-
iled lecture on Wales.

National officers and trust-
will conduct their meetings
!fiday while the delegdtes g0
ghtseemc In the evemng a
nquet will be held in the
Eiyette Ballroom of Hotel

aturday morning the dele-
es will participate in the
lication of the Welsh Peace
rden in Jordan Park. A
émal concert m thexr honor

E

Directing the first national

Preparing for national Gymanfa ‘Ganu are, from left, Elizabeth Ballard,
Clarence Giles and W. Emlyn Jones, Welsh author,

will be presented by the Mor-
mon Youth Orchestra and
Chorus, directed by Dr. Jay
Welch, with Roy M. Daﬂey,
Tabernacle organist, in the
Tabernacle at 1:30 p.m.

PRESENT DRAMA

In the evening Noson Law-
sen and the drama, “Gland '
Rhondda ” the genesis of

“Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau,” by
Enid Beaupre, will be repre-
sented by the Utah members
of WAY. This will conclude
with a “Welsh tea” and a
“‘Sing” in the lobby of Hotel
Utah.

The delegates will attend
Tabernacle .
choir broadcast at 930 am.

the nationwide

At 10:30 a bllmgual

Morning Worshxp will he con-
ducted in the Tabernat*le by
Clarence Giles with Rev. John
Owen, New York City, and
Rev. Aelwyn Hughes, Detroit,

guest ministers. Roy Earley,;

Tabernacle organist, and Ada

D. Thomas, pianist, will Aoy

At 2 pm . Dr. !Ll,fkeywél‘lyh‘

Welsh Singers To Attend Fest

Robert, director from Pasade
na, with Roy Darley and Mrs,
Estelle R, Schubert as accom-
panists, will accompany the
WAY Chorus. Mrs. Jean
Stemlem soprano, and Bruce
Waursten, tenor, will be the so-
Toists.

The 2 p.m. session will be
televised and recorded by the
BBC of London under the
direction of KSL. -

The evening and final ses-
sion of the Gymanfa Ganu
will begin in the Tabernacle
at 7 pm,

COMMUNITY SINGING

Community singing, in one
form or another, has been a
traditional pastime of the
Welsh for centuries. One an-
cient form, going back to the
monastio days of the Middle
Ages, can still be heard in
some of the remote villages of
Wales. This is the Gymanta

Bwne, a form of intoning in
small groups.

Toward the end of the 19th
Century, when Welsh Non-
conformity had reached its ze-
nith and religious fervor went
out hand-in-hand with in-
dustrial prosperity, the crowd-

. ed chapels popularized com-

munity singing, and the Gym-
anfa Ganua well-rehearsed
festival of massed choruses
singing in harmony, became
an eagerly awaited annual
eyent,

The religious revivals in
les at the turn of the centu-
gave the Gymanfa Ganu an

Inspiring impetus.
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