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Officers, chairmen and members
of committees in charge of ar-
rangements for the 1964 National
Gymanfa Ganu have been work-
ing hard for many months and
hope. their labors will ensure an
enjoyable convention.

- John E. Rosser, president of
the - committee, was born on the
border line of England and
Wales in the county of Flint,
and has been in the United States
since 1923. He served on the
committee for the earlier Na-
tional Gymanfa Ganu in Phila-
delphia and, as secretary
of the Welsh Society of Phila-
delphia, has been close to all
things Welsh in the City of Bro-
therly Love. As an executive of
the Girard Estate he has been
familiar with many of the Phila-
delphia problems.

R. Charles Davies, committee
treasurer, is deputy insurance
commissioner of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. He was born in
Cum Penmachno, Caernarvon-
shire, Wales, and his father and
mother, on their arrival in the
United States, settled in Delta,
Pa. He is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and
speaks Welsh fluently.

David J. Jones, secretary, was
born in Minersville, Pa. He is
chairman of the board of ste-
wards of the Welsh Society of
Philadelphia.

Heading the finance committee
are Allen 'C. Thomas, Jr. and
"James M. Davis. Mr. Thomas is a
graduate of Haverford College
and .of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Law School., Mr. Davis,
born in Wilmington, is a gradu-
ate of Philadelphia schools and
of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. He is an official of the
Girard Trust Corn Exchange
Bank and is very active in many
civic affairs. He also is serving
as commissioner of Springfield
township in Delaware county.

Thomas M. Rowland, Jr. and
Mrs. William H. Pritchard are

co-chairmen of the hospitality

committee. Mr. Rowland, born in
Philadelphia, is ‘a graduate of

Temple University. Hé is pres- -

ently serving as administrative
assistant to the "president and
registrar and director of admis-
~sions of the Philadelphia College

civic work and in Republican
polities. Mrs. Pritchard was born
in - Merthyr Vale, Glamorgan-
shire, Wales and came to this
country as a child. She was edu-
cated in the public schools of
Pennsylvania, the Philadelphia
School of Office Training,  and
the Philadelphia College of the
Bible. She has been active in the
work of the Wilsh Presbyterian
Church of Philadelphia.. .Mrs.
Pritchard is a past president -of
the local Women’s Welsh Club

and last month was elected Na- -

tional President of the Women’s
Welsh Clubs of America,

Serving'with William B. Pugh,

Jr. on the religious committee is
Judge Edward J. Griffiths, Judge
Griﬁiths, a native of Philadelphia,
Is a product of the public schools
and the University of Pennsyl-
vania ‘Liberal Arts College and
Law School. He was elected to
Common Pleas Court in 1953,
Earlier, he served as a member
of the state house of representa-
tives in Harrisburg.

Two able lawyers are serving
on the advisory committee and
their contributions to the plan-
ning have been most helpful.
They are George O. Phillips of

' Elisabeth E. Griffith .

Chester, Pa. and George Brinley
Richards of Lansford, Pa. -
Transportation problems will
be handled by Chairman William
- C. Lloyd. Mr. Lloyd was ‘born in
Patersonz‘N.vJ. but was educated

in Philadelphia. He served until
1956 as employment managcr-
with the Philadelphia Transpor-
tation Company.

Program ‘chairman for the
Gymanfa Ganu is James H. Will-
iams. He was educated at West-

.minster College and is. general

public relations manager for the
Bell Telephone Company of
Pennsylvania.

Three very able leaders, Dr.
Francis- K. Davis, Dr. Collins
Healey, amd Mrs. William H.
Pritchard, are -watching ‘over the
work of the publicity committee.
Dr. Davis 'is
physics at thé Drexel Institute of
Technology and is a famliar fig-
ure to most Pennsylvanians as
the meteorologist for Station
WFIL-TV. Dr. Healey is well
known to both the Welsh Society
in New York and the Philadel-
delphia Society, having been asso-
ciated with Columbia University
and the Drexel Institute of Tech-
nology.

Chairman of the women’s com-
mittee is Mrs. Edgar W. Cox.
Mrs. Cox is president of the
Women's Welsh Club of Phila-
delphia. She has studied piano
and voice and sang with The

Dr. Leslie Wynne Evans

Cantoresau for 20 years under
the direction of Edith Myfanwy
Morgan. Mrs. Cox is active in her
church, too, anhd’ i§ a  former
president ‘of the Woman’s "So-
ciety of Christian Service. '
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} A cultural opportunity that
rroved enriching to the visitors
jwas the displays of Welsh im-
rerts of phenographic  record-
ings, song  books,  greeting
cards, scenic calendars, souven-
irs, and national costumes sup-
|plied and supervised by the
Welsh importer Emyr Morris of
iﬂak Park, Illinois.
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ISTORIC SHRINES TOUR

Many of the delegates took
the historic shrines tour and
+he Valley Forge tour conduc-
ted by a local commercial tour

agency. Most of- the delegates
relished the opportunity to
visit the spots hallowed by a

nation’s fight to freedom.

However, the more critical
few regretted that the contribu-
tion of the Welsh to the estab-
lishment of Philadelphia, and
the part played by  Wklsh-
American patriots in the found- |
ing of the United States of |
America was not particularized |
lat all by the tour guides. Collins |
Healy, teacher of the Welsh and1
Irish  languages at St. John's
Night Schodl, Philadelphia, is
preparing a descriptive itinerary
of the places of Welsh interest
and hoves to have it printed by
the summer of 1965.

NO WELSH PLAQUES.

Though the Swhdes, the
Scots, and the Irish have erec-
fed bronze plaques “on The
City Hall to memorialize their
part in building and freeing
Philadelphia, the Welsh have
not yet done so. Yet William
Penn, who ' founded it, had
planned to name it New Wales
‘lin honour of his Welsh ances-
tors. Here, Thomas Jefferson,
Jlwhose_father was Welsh. . wrote
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Leslie W. Evans Of Wales |
Will Direct Hymn Smgmg

Ten years ago Phlladelphla ‘
was host to its first National ’/—-
. Gymanfa Ganu. It has not for- r
gotten this occasion and is look-
ing forward to a bigger and bet-
ter festival this year.

Philadelphia, City of Brotherly
Love, birthplace of our nation,
leading industrial center and one
of the country’s outstanding
ports has, during this 10 years,
undergone considerable change.
Its central city skyline will be
unfamiliar to many earlier visit-
ors. Such historic shrines as In-
dependence Hall, Betsy ' Ross
House, Society Hill, Old Christ
Church, Old Swede’s Church and
Old Pine Street Presbyterian
Church all have been made focal
points for federal or city parks
in order to preserve these sites.

Some of the old buildings and
stores have been restored to the
same appearance which they had

g‘fnw?)?ﬁetvav‘ifhtﬁgﬁibiiﬁoﬁ}iﬁ‘? | Carole Hirsch (left), of Springfield, Delaware
ings. That this city was founded | county, and Deborah Strauss, of West Chester, prac-
by the Welsh has been well es- ,|  tice for 6000-voice Welsh choral program at Conven-
tablished and the suburban area | tion Hall on Sunday which will elimax singers’

abounds with such names as three-day convention here.
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JOHN ROSSER

Welsh Group
To Hold 33d
Convention

National Gymanfa Ganu
Assn., headed by chairman John

Ellis Rosser, 310 Shadeland

Ave., Drexel Hill, will sponsor
more than 6,000 Welsh sing-
ers throughout North America
at the group’s 33d convention
Sept. 3 through 6. |
The convention will be held
at Hotel Bellevue Stratford and

. Convention Hall,

Highlights will be the banquet

| Sept. 4, the Noson Lawen, Sept.

5 and Welsh and English serv-
ices Sept. 6. =
Other local residents serving
with Rosser are R. Charles
Davies, 109 Gladstone Rd.,
Lansdowne; James M, Davies,
18 Norwinden Dr., Spring-
field; Collin Healy, 140 Gar-

- rett Rd., Upper Darby and

George O, Phillip, The Knoll,.
Lando ne.
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H PHILADELPHIA, Monday, September 7, 1964

Welsh Songfest Closes
Three-Day Convention Here

{One thousand lovers of Welsh president of the national as-
singing concluded the 33d An-|sociation on Saturday. She suc-
nual National Gymanfa Ganu|ce€ds H. Llewellyn Roberts, of

(song convention) here last Peffam Manor, N ¥
night with Welsh hymn singing e
at Convention Hall,

The closing session of the
threeday Welsh-American
gathering featured four-part
singing led hy Dr. Leslie Wynne |
Evans, of Cardiff, Wales, a lec-
turer at the University of|.

Wales. )

-On Saturday night there was|
a “Noson Lawen,” or merry
night, of Welsh recitations and
traditional breaking of Welsh
bread together at a celebration
in the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel.
The convention began Friday
with a banquet there,

Worship services in Welsh
were held yesterday morning at
the Welsh Presbyterian Church,
1617 Girard av., and were re-
peated in English at Old Pine
Street Presbyterian Church,
Pine and 4th sts.

The song gathering was spon-
sored by the Welsh Society of
Philadelphia and the Women’s
Welsh Club of Philadelphia for
the National Gymanfa Ganu As-
sociation of the U. S. and Can-
ada,

The local Welsh organiza-
tions have been active here since
1729, A previous Gymanfa
Ganu was held here in 1954, The
Welsh song-convention was
originated on this continent in
1929, at Niagara Falls;'N, Y.,
and has been held annually
since then in varioug places in
the U, S. and Canada, except
during the war.

Mrs. Trefor Lloyd Roberts, ofl
Vancouver, B. C., was elected |
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The frilabelphia Anguiver

\‘ Welsh Song
| Fete Opens

The Gymanfa Ganﬁ — &
Welshman’s term for a fes
tival of song—will bring more
than 6000 Welsh-American
singers from the United States
and Canada to the Bellevue
Stratford and Convention Hall
from Thursday through Satur-

‘,} day for an out-pouring of four-
| part harmony. - :

It marks the 33d Convention
Gymanfa Ganu (guh-MAHN-
Association, this year spon-
sored by the 235.year-old Welsh
Society of Philadelphia and the
the Women’s Welsh Club.

John Ellis Rosser, conven-
tion chairman, said that two

i plane-loads of singers will ar-
rvive from London for the
‘ Gymanfa Gamu (guh-MAHN-
.| vah GHAN-ee). Dr. Leslie
Wynne Evans, of Cardiff,
| Wales, will lead the mass
| singing in Convention Hall on
Sunday afternoon at 2:30 and
evening at 7:30. The publis i3

invited frea.



