
which takes place
aearly in September,

and of which I wrote
recently.

The festival, which is
being held in Toronto for
the flrst time this Year,
attracts more than 3,000
people from all over
America and Canada and
provides a welcome re-
union for the American
Welsh.

This vear's conductor at the
Gvrnanf'a Ganu will be Mrs.
ann Davies Thomas, flom
Abersvnolwvn, and Mrs. EsteIIe
Robeits, of 

-ColwYn BaY' wil] be
the acconrpanist. These two
have recently been touring
Eneland and Wales with the
Welsh American Goodwill
Choir.

A production of Eynon Evans'
olav. "Cobblers Wax," will be
broiluced bv Miss Greta Every,
bf Llanellv.-and a Noson Lawen
will be presided over bY the Rev.
Heddwvn Williams, of Garnant'

Seckrns flnancial aid for the
festival has i:eea the task of
Professor John Hughes,'-itho
until 1954 held the Macdonald
Chair of Education ab Mccill
Universitv, Montl'eal.

Profess-or Hughes has met
I \pith a generotts response from
i both sides of the Atlantic, and
: the success of th-e Gymanfa

Ganu seems assured.

Mr. Erlc Trozise. of Allon8'
tcwn, Pennsylvania, walkod

- lnto-Tn6-1i*tes Bay by Bty
omce In Gardlfi with I
bundle under hls arm. and
eaid-" Say, how'd yori Uke
to print this? " He unrolled
the bundle and it beoome aphotograph, four leet long
and 10 inohos doep. of tho
Welsh poople of the Unlt€d
States and Canada who
attended the gymanfa ganu
in Washingtoii (O.C.) in
1951, Tho abovo reproduc.
tion ls about one-third thecite of the orlginel-in
which every faee waa pin.
sharp and the size of tho
e-nd 0f -q'po4ail. This year
lhey lvlll cather at Toronto,
Ganada, and no doubt mostof these Welsh-soeaklncNorth Americans i,ill bC

there,



I

sessions.the crowd wap so great
and:-*p eager to particiPate that
a s.sd|nd room had to be oPen-
ed'' to accommodate the over-
f10w;'

Tilb Gyrnanfa delegates in-
cluded Welsh . expatriates, to-
sether with thiid, fourth, fifth
ind sixth generatir:''''ilescen-
dants of Welsh settlers in North
Atnerica. The three-daY festival
hit,its h
Sght wit
merry e\
delegdtes
forrnal e

vefse;

reliqious music and hymns, l
nish't's session was led bY
inixed choir of nearlY 100 P
'sons, seated along the
and conducted.bY GwYn
of . Toronto. ':*'

. One of the otrdest
fresent, G. David Wil

tle:qongsters began in L929'

;:s*tovi*vorlllpe, q{dgd, "there's
tbo much:.English being spoken
ahd sung, and not enough
Welsh. I came here to sing not
to listen to speeches and look
at advertising."

6resent. G. David Williams' 86j
-of .'Arlington Heights, Mass:1

Who. has attended six GYmanfg
Genu eonventions in variouq
Bartb.of North America, said he

f ;g:'t".t'e+***+"1'*"*t:

vir 31000 Welsh F'or $ongfest I:*
roti in 1929 wh g to Goat'-trslantl inl9roup Aetided t" lg-Y-d-,t}"'By RON EVANS l9d .il 1929. ,when the St'lDav-outinl

TelegramStaffEeporter|David,s'society"oi;;n;;.l'#-P!+RiYgI..
put three w e r s h m e ri ltory,,oLiq.g'geliiqp li*n-o' l mst vgai if wrir*-'5gg tt'el?i,lrn"r,j%ffiilr1;" -:t* fl

tog"iit."-""d they'lt i;il;i-- l**i;li;", fi""a.o-rv roronto '

lchoir. .l l.tun servant Douglbs C'

I tnir week end more thanl lJones, was formed to handle

]*ll,-r".tl ri* lldrxl'mi l:r"mn:e} 
'T,t'0"0"'i'.13'i

iir,i- ."*in.nt to nrove it. i lm:- Gymanfa G a n u is
i They're streaming to To'L 

I

l"on-fo t,o* carirornia-,riorida,l i;ffi;It-,*#;,lil&t*il, -**lgritisir Columbia and Pointsl

l"n;;ffi":::'i,ri-r.i:'il'J rJ".i ,n*k"H"*,1&;lffiT
lot smgmg' 

re 28thl lna' ayenlgg. iri-the Royal ' ,:'I ttre occasion ls u
i*il; iniernationat Gvma4ral vott']'YffH'S*t' *
isanu (song.6tival), this Year'1

frrlq*:t* for the first timei

d equ|r. s

Extrrd$pdce
More than 3,509 voices, each

with a sweet Welsh accent,
joined in religious and national
harmohy iast night to mark the
closing session of the 28th
National Gymanfa Ganu (song

festival) held', by the National
Gymanfu Ganu Association of
the United States and Canada;
Inc., at the Royal York llotel'

Twelve microphones ampli-
fied the gathgring's renditions
of 18 Welsh and English hYmns,
the iiational anthems .of Eng-
land, lhe United States, and
Wales, plus O Canada and the
Ilalldlujah Chorus.
:Tv4ffu rrrrrryn".atr*

its high spot on SatuldaY
t with the Nos6n La1ryen (a

evening) 4t :'6'hich the
gathered for an in-

evening o{' song and descendants of Welsh setflers in North American and devotees ofchoral singing"

Predominantly a festival o

Leonard Brockington, president of session, addresses gathering in Canadian Rooq_ol BpyaL,{o&I
Prof. John Hughes, of Montreal, session chairman, is at right. DAegIGs inciuftfed Welsh expatr



,irq@iiled;:
:,*f<r1, ]::ri:i;l

,what's all the singing about?-why its for Gymanfa Ganu, which mea,lfi welsh *irii?,i"lll*"i"li'l-'Trr*
roung Jadies are getting high hat in song while they rehearse for the three=day festival starting on Friday
:hat will draw 3,000 Welshmen and women Irom all over the continent for the 28th annual international meef.
foices preparing for the tuneful get-together belong to (left to right) Betty Hughes, 16; Mary Davies, 153
iaynor Jones, 16, and (top back) Glenys Hughes, 15. -f t
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.. For luck and as a token of esteem, actor-playwright
Iihp national symbol of Wales-from Mrs. W. H. Heato
performance at the Royal Alexandra last night. He wa

Telegram
Emlyn Williams received a bouquet of leeks-the onion-
n, president of Toronto's St. David's Society, after his
s made an honorary member of the society. :

Welsh' lad wandering lost
through London with a Guinness
bottle stuck on his finger. Wil-
liams does not read the stories
. . . he lives them. His amazing
memory leaves him free to
swing over and aboui his prop-
chair, unhampered by a script.

Curiously, he is at his weak"
est with the Thomas poetry
( although fellow-Welsh abtor
Richard Burton delivers it
superbly). His.rvoice tightens
and goes flat on the verse.

Itis unfortunate, bec4use al-
though this prqgra,m is"b'i{lliant
entertainrnent, with mord. poetry
it mi3ht have proved evan more
stimulating and rewarding.

ffi+j.ia li

ri*'{iiffi

ffi
f.riillii

By hon EvaNs
Emlyn Williams last. night

reached into the plump prose
of poet Dylan Thomas and pull-
ed out a Welsh wonderland of
pure enchantment.

hisses. It can leap, lurch and,
occasionally soar," 

And with it. the silver-hairetl
W e I s ir actor-playwright in a
blue business suit can flesh the
bizare figures of Thomas'child-
hood and set them strutting and
peering about the shadowed
stage.

trVith pursed lips and a pop-
ped eyebrow, he can abruptly
cleate a complete boyhood of

with happy, quarielling, singing
husbands off on a pub-crawl-
ing spree.

A switch in the lighting and
a turned-up collar set Williams
down under a rain+wept rail-
way bridge with a shabby but
poignant story of mis-nrating
among two young couples,

The most popular segment
of last night's program was the
hilarious first chapier from
Thomas' surrealistic novel, Ad-
ventures in the Skin Trade.
saved till the last before. the
powerful curtain scene. T1Le
audience howled helplessly as
Williams bounced and s,taggered
through the deseription .of' a

oA Wel,sh Wond,erland'

With 10 Thomas short stories
and two poems, he rocked and
hushed the three-fifths-full
Royal Alexandra for two and a

half hours.

It was the first half of a
two-night !g#r+F__stand. To-
night he's off to -Montreal to
perform his program, A Boy
Growing Up, described as "an
en'tertainmen t. "

Saturday night he 1l be back
on the Royal Alex stage rvith
his bnly props: a folding wood-
en chAir, a burlap screen a'nd
a bundle of dog-eared manu-
scripts.

Thomas, tlrc fire-in-the-belly
Van Gogh of words, had a voice
that thundered and rolled Iike
a summer storm. And when he
read his own verse, he truly
"Sang in his chains like fhe
sea."

But the Williams voiee
twangs, . hums, squeals andi
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